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Mari and Papa walked the windy, dusty mile from their home
on Block 29 to Topaz Art School on Block 7. They passed beneath

watchtowers where military police pointed guns at anyone they

feared might escape. Mari clutched Papa’s hand.

“Mari-chan, Mama and I are worried about you,” said Papa. “We
know things are tough here, but you barely talk or laugh anymore.

Do you want to talk about it?”
“Not really,” mumbled Mari, though she actually had many questions.
“Don’t worry, Mari-chan. We’ll go home after the war ends.”

They walked the rest of the way in silence. The mountains, the vast

sky, and the blazing sun made Mari feel as small as a sunflower seed.
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Every Wednesday and Sunday, Mari and Papa walked together to

art school. Hand in hand, they shared peaceful, silent moments.

Mari began to ask Papa questions: “Why are we in camp? Why is
almost everyone here Japanese American? Will I ever see my old

friends again?”

He and Mama had resigned themselves to the internment, but Papa
tried his best to answer. He turned to Japanese philosophy, noting
the cycle of life: “Spring comes after winter, and flowers bloom again.

Peace comes after war. Try not to worry, Mari-chan.”

It was as if, with every drawing she created, Mari found another

question to ask and the courage to ask it.
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