INTRODUCTION

Archives & Special Collections supports the
teaching, research, and public service mission

of the University by:

¢ Collecting, preserving, organizing, and
providing access to original source materials
for research, primarily in the humanities and
social sciences;

¢ Maintaining archival records of the Uni-
versity;

¢ Promoting wider knowledge, apprecia-
tion, and use of the collections by students and

scholars through outreach activities.

The department is concerned with materials
that require special handling and preservation,
including manuscripts, early printed books,
broadsides, pampbhlets, photographs, and
prints; as well as special subject collections
kept together for research purposes.

Materials in Archives & Special Collections
must be used in the John P. McDonald Read-
ing Room. Access to the materials is provided
through a combination of sources including
special files maintained in the department;
HOMER, the Library’s online public catalog;
and the departments website at www lib.
uconn.edu/DoddCenter/ASC

Curators are available for individual consulta-
tion and can also arrange presentations for

classes and seminars.
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THE SAMUEL & ANN
CHARTERS ARCHIVES OF
BLUES & AFRICAN AMERICAN
VERNACULAR MUSIC

The core of this extensive collection is the working
archives of author and record producer Samuel
Charters, and reflects his more than a half century
of involvement in African American music. Char-
ters won a Grammy award as producer of the al-
bum I’m Here, with Clifton Chenier, he was pre-
sented with the Deems Taylor Award for his book
The Roots of Blues, and in the spring of 2000 he was

inducted into the Blues Hall of Fame for his book

The Country Blues.

~ In researching his many books

in this field, Charters amassed
8 a wide ranging archive, which

extends from sheet music with
“Ethiopian” melodies from the
i pre-Civil War years to LPs,

8 CDs and videos documenting

the rap music of today.

The collection, at its dedication in the fall of 2000,
already contained over three thousand recordings,
hundreds of books, an extensive sheet music collec-
tion, in addition to advertising ephemera, posters,
and catalogs. There was also a representative gath-
ering of videos ranging from documentation of

African guitar styles to current rap releases.

THE CONTINUING
COLLECTION

Through Charter’s contacts with other producers
and company owners in the blues field he is con-
tinuing to bring new music to the collection. Al-
ready the owner of the famed blues label Arhoolie
Records, Chris Strachwitz, has presented Archives
& Special Collections with a complete collection of
blues, zydeco, and gospel music produced by

his company. In addition, other compa-
nies who have also played a key role
in the revival of interest in the
blues have offered to aug-
ment the collection with ex-

amples of their own rcleases.

THE SCOPE OF
THE COLLECTION

Although the collection emphasizes the blues, the
intention in the fifty years of collecting has been
to document every style of music which has flour-
ished in the African Diaspora. There is extensive
material from the islands of the Caribbean, in-
cluding Cuba and Haiti, from isolated cultural ar-
eas like Cape Verde, as well as a sampling of the
rich musical styles of countrics like Brazil, Co-
lumbia, and Venezuela. Africa itselfis repre-
sented with numerous examples of music from
the arcas of West Africa which became part of the

cultural transfer to the new world.

THE SAMUEL & ANN CHARTERS
MULTIMEDIA ROOM

The purpose of the collection is to make the ma-
terials available to both students and scholars.
To facilitate this Charters and his wife Ann, a
professor of English at the University of Con-
necticut, and herself the author of books dealing
with the African American cultural experience,
have helped provide for a listening and viewing
room in the Dodd Research Center. This new
multimedia room is available for anyone inter-
ested in making use of the matcrials in the col-

lection.

The room includes two listening stations that
include DVD/CD players, cassette players, pho-
nograph turntables and amplifiers. Because
many of the materials are original and considered
rave, the level of security that is standard with all
other materials in Archives & Special Collections
was taken into account when designing the
room. Researchers will find this equipment en-
closed in glass off of the John P. McDonald
Reading Room along
with framed artwork
and a hanging quilt
entitled “Mother of
Blues” crafted by for-
mer University of

Connecticut professor

Pat Carter.
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